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10 THE WAI SENG LOTTERY. 

tedious, it is, I am afraid, unfortunately necessary for the 
general reader, in order to understand the Wai Seng Lottery, 
to first glance at the following skeleton sketch of the Chinese 
system of competitive examinations. Students of Chinese 
will not find anything new in this outline, and are recom- 
mended to skip it. 

The Chinese Competitive Examination System. 

This all important system furnishes a passport for successful 
candidates at the Civil and Military examination to admission 
into the public service of the country. 

The competitive examination system was first introduced 
in the Han dynasty, about 2,000 years ago, and has been 
carried on up to the present day without much change or 
alteration. There are four competitive examinations in chief — 
two held in the provinces, and two held in the metropolis, 
Peking. Each examination follows the other in gradation, and 
it will be best to notice them in order, beginning from the 
examination that stands first in the gradation, but lowest in 
order of merit. 

The District Examination^ or To Shi ( J^ ^^ )• 

This examination takes place every second year in every 
district (a territorial sub-division) of the province. The de- 
gree given at this examination is called the Sau Tsoi ( ^^ yj*), 
or B. A. or Licentiate degree. This examination is conducted 
by the Literary Chancellor of the Province, and degrees are 
conferred by him. This official has his office in the provin- 
cial capital, but every second year proceeds to the prefectural 
capitals and holds an examination for the students in the dis- 
tricts forming the territorial division of the prefecture. As it is 
the custom that the Literary Chancellor be boarded and lodged 
J3y the subordinate officials who receive him, he usually man- 
ages to extend his tour in the country over his three years of 
office, and live upon other people. His travelling expenses 
are, in accordance with Chinese custom, furnished by the va- 
rious officials along his route. The Literary Chancellors, or 
Director of Education as they are sometimes called, are always 
jnen of ability, usually graduates of the Hon Lam Academy in 
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system of selling and buying degrees was attempted, the lite- 
rary classes, especially the poorer bodies, would certainly re- 
bel. In referring to one or two of the abuses that are practised 
at the examinations in connection with the Wai Seng Lottery, 
it is important to bear in mind that any games played with a 
very few surnames may upset the whole bag of Wai Seng 
tickets. Out of i6 or 20 surnames well informed stakers can 
guess fairly accurately some 10 or 15 surnames. The element 
of uncertainty comes in in dealing with the remainder. If 
foul means are resorted to either by the stakers or a union of 
stakers or by the Wai Seng offices, to settle anything with 
certainty about these remaining surnames, it is obvious that 
the general public has, compared with such a body, little chance 
of winning prizes. And that such abuses are occasionally 
practised both by the public and by the Wai Seng people there 
can be no doubt. At the same time, however, the Wai Seng 
offices do not dare to do anything outrageous, as they are res- 
ponsible to the Wai Seng Government Department for carry- 
ing on the lottery honestly, and would be exposed to a heavy 
fine and possibly to the loss of the whole business if any gross 
case of cheating were detected. The following are the most 
serious malpractices referred to. 

I. Suppressing surnames, Kam Seng ( ^^ 45fc ), i e.^ exclu- 
ding a surname or surnames which the public have bought hea- 
vily. There are two ways of doing this. The examiner and his 
staff may be bribed not to pass such a surname. Or, failing 
that, the candidate with the surname to be excluded may be 
personally approached and asked, for a little consideration, to 
scratch at this examination in question. The candidate loses 
nothing by doing this, as he can go up again at the next exa- 
mination. It is commonly said that this fraud is more often 
practised by heavy buyers of stakes than by the Wai Seng 
office. Five years ago, a Wai Seng office was caught sup- 
pressing surnames, and fined $20,000, and this money was 
confiscated and devoted to the building of a public college. | 

2. — Impersonation by a man who either enters the Examin- 
ation Hall instead of the competitor, and does all his work, or 
who merely writes the essays and poems for the competitor 
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On 28 examinations held during the six years of the 
syndicate's lease of the farm, a sum of $750,000 x 28, or 
$21,000,000, is invested in the form of one-dollar stakes. 
The revenue paid to the syndicate on the 28 examinations du- 
ring the six years is, therefore, the revenue for six examinations, 
i.e.^ $90x750 one-dollar books of 1,000 stakes, or $67,500 
multiplied by 28, or $1,890,000. The above is a very rough calcu- 
lation, because it is almost impossible to fix, in the case of the dis- 
trict examinations, the number of various priced ($2, $3, $5, &c.) 
stake books sold by the ten Wai Seng offices. By taking $1 
as the basis of calculation, we cannot have greatly over-es- 
timated the amount, especially as on the District Examina- 
tion of the Kwong Fu prefecture nearly twice as much 
business is done as over the other examinations. 

2. Civil Provincial Examinations* — These are the most 
popular with the public, and the business done by each firm 
much more equal. At an ordinary Heung Shi or Kii Yan 
(M. A.) examination, the business done by the Wai Seng 
offices stands in the following proportion : — 

Five offices sell about 500 volumes each, and five sell about 
one-quarter of that amount or less. In this examination, the 
higher priced books are largely sold, and it will be necessary 
to follow the business done over this examination more in 
detail. 

The calculation given below is made up from comparison 
of several of the prize lists published by the various Wai Seng 
firms : — 

One Wai Seng office sells 10 
ten-dollars books on each of which 
books $900 is collected, .. =900 x 10 =$9,000 revenue. 

Ditto 5 twenty-dollar 

books on each of which book $1,800 
is collected, ... ... =$1,800 x 5 = ^00 revenue. 

Ditto 40 three-dollar 

books on each of which books $270 
is collected ... . . . = 40 x 2 70 = $ 1 0,800 revenue. 



Carried forward i . . . $28,800 
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Brought forward, . . . $28,800 

One Wai Seng office sells 80 
two-dollar books on each of which 
books $180 is collected, ... =80 x i8o = $i4,4oo revenue. 

Ditto 220 one-dollar 

books on each of which books $90 
is collected ... ... =90 x 220 = $19,800 revenue. 

Ditto 145 fifty-cents 

books on each of which books $45 
is collected, ... .. =45 x i45 = $6,525 revenue. 

Total Revenue paid = $69,525 



BS 



Roughly speaking, the number of Wai Seng books given above 
may be estimated to fairly represent the amount of busi- 
ness done by the five larger Wai Seng houses. The total 
revenue ^aid by five houses would, therefore, be $69,525 x 5 or 
$347,625. The revenue contributed by the other five Wai Seng 
houses is only about one-quarter so big, and the revenue paid 
may be put down as $86,906, that is to say, that $434,531 will 
be paid as revenue by ten offices in all on one examination. 
During the six years the Wai Seng syndicate runs, there are 
two Civil Provincial Examinations, so that the revenue paid on 
the two examinations during the six years will be $869,062. 

3. — Military Provincial Examination. — The calculation to 
be made for this examination is about a half or less than that 
made for the civil one. Roughly $400,000 may be put down 
as the revenue contributed by the Wai Seng farm on the two 
military examinations held at the Provincial Capital, Canton. 

4. — The Civil Metropolitan Examination. — This examina- 
tion is the favourite with the public. There is less hocus 
pocus over it and no common surnames are barred, so that 
everyone has a better chance of guessing the winning sur- 
names. The following calculation of the business done over 
this examination is made up from the prize lists published af- 
ter the examination. At this examination 5 Wai Seng houses 
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has been increased by recent decrees. Accordingly graduates 
of the first degree or B. A.s are now divided into two classes — 
those who are ranked as passed within the limited number of 
degrees allowed by ancient regulations {e. g.y the Fu Shang 

( Pw ^E ) ^^ appointed graduates), and those who are 
ranked as passing outside that number in the new places 

added in modern times (/. e.^ the Tsang Shang ( :^ ^ ) 
or additional graduates.) 

(4) The term a Kong Shang ( ^ ^ ) or presented 
graduate is generally applied to those who come nearest to 
getting the Kii Yan or Provincial degree. It is a literary de- 
gree or title given to those who rank just below a Kii Yan, an 
M. A. or graduate of the second degree. For this reason such 

graduates are often called Fu Pong Kong ( §y ^ ^ ) 
or graduates of the first degree who were classed in the sup- 
plementary list at the M. A. examination. They are divided 
into two classes, the second class being called Fu Kong 

Shang ( plq* ^ ^. ) or accessary additional Kong Shangs. 
The title of Fu Kong Shang may be purchased, Kiin Kong 

( In -^ )• Such Kong Shangs are popularity known as Tung 

Kong ( ^ ^ ) or brass graduates. The B. A. or Sau Tsoi 
who buys this degree can proceed direct to Peking for the 

Metropolitan examination or Ui Shi ( '^ ^^ ). Kong 
Shangs and some Fu Kong Shangs are almost invariably 
B. A.s whose names appear as proxime accessits on the Fu 
Pong in the M. A. examination in the Provincial capitals. 
(5) The position of a Lam Shin Shang or Lam Shang 

( ^ ^ ^ or ^ ^ ) lies immediately above that of a 
Sau Tsoi or B. A. and immediately below that of a Kong 
Shang. He is a senior B. A. and receives a grant, Lam Luk 

(S J|^ )' o^ stipend paid from the granary, from the Govern- 
ment funds. The position is gained by seniority and some 

B. A.s are admitted annually to the post Po Lam ( ^ J W^ ) ^^ 
to be placed on the list of stipendiary graduates. A Lam Shang 
holds a position of considerable dignity. In all matters con- 
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Sz. degree are entert^ned at a feast in the Palace by the 
Emperor which is called the King Lam In ( ^fg j^ vj^ ) 
or Peking banquet. Sau Tsois or B. A.s are also entertained 
by the Prefect of their administrative division at a banquet 
called the Kan In { ^ ^« ) or water-cress banquet on 
obtaining their degrees. 



WAI SENG GUIDE BOOK B. 

New Edition, ike i8th year 0/ Kwong Sii. 
{ Cover. ) 



Page 1. — List of candidates who were examined in the 
Ving Tak District by the local Magistrate in the Examination 
Hall placed in the division marked T'in (^j"J in the iSthj-ear 
of Kwong Sii together with the ii^me of the first on the list. 
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Yeong Yat Fan, the On Shau (^ W) or On On ( ^ 7t ) 
head of the list. (») 
Hu Tsing I. 
Lai Shung Kwong, &c., &c. H ere follows a list of the names 

of 97 more students who were examined in the T^in ( yC ) 
class. 

Page ;?. — After this follows the names of 30 more students 

who were placed in the division marked Ti ( ^ ). 

Page J. — A complete list of the surnames of those who were 
examined in the district examinations of Ying Tak, in the i8th 
year of Kwong Sii. The surnames are all classified for con- 
venience of reference. 

Under character or class Tin (^) = Class I. 

Chii Wing Wa(3) /o, /o, /o, /o, /o, &c., &c. 

Under character or class Ti fiffi) = Class II. 
Chii Pat Fan 6°, 3°, 2°, 2°, 2^. 

Under character or class On (5!) = Class III. 

Chii Fung Yan 4°, 5°, 5°. 
Here follows a long list of several hundred names just as 
above. 



Notes to Guide Book B. 

(i) In all Examination Halls in China the thousand charac- 
ters found in the Chinese Tsin Tsz Man ('T^^f) or Millen- 
ary Classic are employed instead of the numerals to mark the 
place or class of the tables or cells where the competitors 
write their essays. 

(2) The Tong Shang ( "g ^ ) or students who wish to 
present themselves for the first or B. A. examination, have to 
pass preliminary examinations before the Magistrate of their 
own district and the Prefect within whose territorial jurisdic- 
tion their district lies. The student who takes the first place 
on the list at these preliminary examinations is called an On 

shau (^^g") and as the On Shau is almost certain to get his 
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Pun Po Hong, Pun-U district, a Kun Shang^^^or official 
grfiduate, was the 37th name on the list, age 30. 

Yeong C Fan, a B. A. selected or fixed upon by the Ying 
On college as worthy of 4 degree ^ "^ \ Nam Hoi district, on 
the established list, passed ip the Kwai Tsz year, head of the 
list or Kai On ^^\ age 34. 

On the following pages comes a list of several hundred 
more names similar to this. They are arranged in order, so 
many of one surname being classified together. At the 
end of the book, the surnames which occur only once are all 
placed in a separate list. On the last page of the book, fol- 
lowing the enumeration of all these surnames, is written • — 
''This is a list copied from the records of the Provincial Trea- 
surer of all the Kii Yans or M. A.s who have applied for per- 
mits to proceed to the Metropolitan examination, from the 
23rd day of the 12th Moon. If any more applications for 
permits are made, the firm will print a supplement containing 
the names of the applicants." 



.•^— ^r'if^—i'-"^""'^^" 



Notes to Guide Book C. 



S^e Notes to Book A. 



(0 
(2) 

(3) 
(4) 

(5) A Kun Shang {^ ^)See Notes to Book A, 

(6) See Notes to Book A, 

(7) In most Provinces, there are numbers of celebrated col- 
leges where students may board and lodge or live at home and 
only attend lectures and examinations at, under the super- 
intendence of some literary professor of high standing with 
a view to reading for literary degrees. It is very difficult to 
obtain admission to these colleges, as the matriculation is of- 
ten very strict. The college tutors are paid by the Provin- 
cial Government, and the most deserving students are rewarded 
for excellence in their work. These colleges or Shii Yiin 
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List of Civil B. A.s or Sau Ts'oi who 
passed their examination in the Shiu 
Chau Prefecture in previous years. 
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Page I. — A list of the Civil B. A.s or Sau Ts^ois (^tJ")^^ 
who passed an examination in the 13th year of Tung Chi 
under the presidency of His Excellency Cheung in the Shiu 
Chau Prefecture in the first year of the examinations held by 
him.(2) 

In the Prefecture of Shiu Chau. — Lo Sz Ying, &c., &c., 

&c. 
In the Kuk Kong District. — Tang Lun Sau, &c., &c., &c. 
In the Ying Tak District, — Chan Ki Fun, &c., &c., &c. 
In the Lok Cheung District, — Chu Kin Piu, &c., &c., &c. 

Page 2, — A list of all the B. A.s or Sau Ts'oi graduates who 
were passed in the Shiu Chau Prefecture in the second year 
of Kwong Sii by His Excellency Ng in the second year of the 
examinations held by him.^2) 

Here follows a list of the names of the B. A.s and of the 
diflFerent districts to which they belong — just as above. 
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Ying Tak District, — Pang lu Tsung, Ka Ngak.^3) 
Kuk Kong District. — Ch*an Po Sin, Kwong Ngak/*^ 
Siu Chau Prefectures^''. — Sin Keng Pong; and so on as 
before. 



Notes to Guide Book D. 



(i) Candidates are termed Tsun Sau y^y^) ^*' or man 
of promise, before they have passed any examination; long 

Shang ( 2 ^ ) ^*' ^^ student, when they have matriculated, 
$o to speak, or get a certificate from their District Magistrate ; 

Sau Tsoi ( ^ 7| ) ^^^ or B. A., when they are passed by the 



Literary Chancellor ( *^ |i| ) of their Province. 

(2) The two examinations held by a Hok Toi or Literary 
Chancellor during his three years of office in a Province are 

called in order Sui Hau ( « ^ ) and Fo Hau ( ^^ ), and 
the third year in which there is no examination for the first 

or B. A. jlegree is called the Tai Fo Hau ( jAC ^ ^ ). 

(3) Ka Ngak ( TIR ^ ), an addition to the established 

number of degrees, or Hok Ngak ( ^p ^ ) for an adminis- 
trative division. Such additional degrees are often given by 
the Government to various districts for special reasons, e, g.^ 
a rich merchant may assist the Government with money and 
ask for an addition of a degree or two to his district in return 
for his services. Such additional degrees have also been 
given in return for military services. Naturally any person 
who is fortunate enough to get additional degrees for his 
district, acquires no little distinction amongst his fellow 
district men. 



(4) Kwong Ngak ( g^ |9^ ) .^n extension of the estab^ 
lished number of degrees. This refers to exactly the same 
^yst^Rir^s that nj^entipn^d in Note 3, with the difference that 
the K>vong Ngak is a still further extension of the Ka Ng^, 
e. g,f if two Ka Ngak degrees have been granted to a certain 
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district over and above what is called the Wing Ngak ( ffi ^ ) 
or old established number, and, for further reasons, another 
degree in addition is further given, the third degree is called 
Kwong Ngak, t. e., a still further extension of the Ka Ngak. 

(5) To every Prefecture in a Province as well as to the 
various districts which go to make up the Prefecture, a cer- 
tain member of degrees are given. J hese are called Fu Hok 
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/^^^^ /. — List of students, Man Tung ( ^ ^ ), who were 
exammed in the Classics by His Excellency Ip, in the nth 
year of Kwong Sii. 

Kuk Kong District. — Lau Po Tsang. 
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men who attend the Pak Wai ( Hu ^ ) or Northern exa- 
minations are usually the sons of wealthy people. The great 
majority of the B. A.s who enter for the Northern M. A. degree 
are from other Provinces and first purchase the Kam Shang 

( m. ^. ) degree at the Kwok Tsz Kam College, Peking. 
This degree enables them to compete direct for the Chik Ta 
Provincial degree. 
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(Cover.) 



Essays of Kii Yans from the Canton 
Province recommended by the Eight- 
een Assistants ^1) at the Metropolitan 
Examinations. 
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Notes to Paper II. 

(i) The character Tsin (^) is the number of the volume 

orKiin Hau ( ^PJ ), 2'. e.^ shews the number of the present 
Tsin Volume in the series of volumes issued by the firm for 
the examination in question. 

(2 & 3) The words Tin ^*^ Te ^3) &c. are the Tsz Kwai 

( ^ $/L ) or index number, the words underneath in each 
column Chan Li, &c. are the 14 surnames selected by stakers. 

(4) The character Tsun ( ^^ ) ( one of a series ) is used in- 
stead of a numeral by the Wai Seng firm to number the Wai 

Seng volume or Kiins (^) as they are made up. 

The $2 means that this Wai Seng book or Kiin is a $2 prize 
book. 
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PAPER III. 
Singapore A Km Chm (v^ ^ J or Wai Seng Street Placard. 



The B. A. or Sau-Ts'oi Examination in the three 
districts of K'lt-Yeong, Ch'iu-Yeung and Hoi-Yeung. 
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PAPER IV. 
A J^ai Chiu i1^ M ) or A dverstisement of a ^ 
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Lu Shan Ching, San Wui, on the established list, age 
19 years, Ki Ch'au Year, No. 92 on the list of 
graduates. 

:n follows a list of several hundred names of Kii Vane 
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Note to Paper XIII. 

The figures underneath each surname shew how many 
times in a thousand columns ( each containing i6 different 
surnames selected by the stakers ) each respective surname 
has been selected Thus the surname Chan ( the surname 
which heads the list) has been selected by 995 stakers. The 
next surname Leung has been selected by 977 stakers, and so 
on. The surnames are arranged in, so to speak, order of merit. 
The surnames which have been staked on most, head the list 
and the other surnames which have not been selected so 
largely all follow in due order. When no surnames are ba- 
red, every one- naturally |)icks out most of the biggest ones 
first as there is more likelihold of guessing right as there are, 
of course, more candidates with the same surname belonging 
to the big surnames ; if one man, for instance, of the Chan 
surname does not pass, another man of the same surname 
may. Very few people select the small surnames ( such as 
the last 21 surnames in this list) (as there are, of course, not 
likely to be more than one man of these rare surnames going 
up for the examination ) unless they have some special know- 
ledge about the abilities and performances of the men or 
know that bribery and corruption is to play a part in getting 
degrees for them. 
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PAPER XIV. 



A Wat Seng Ho Tan ( ^ ^ ) or Order for a 
Stake Book, or Kun-Hau ( ^ \X ). 

Tsun-Tsz. (i) 



Chim Un (2). 



Kam (3). 



Stake Book. 



Un-Yun (4). 



Notes to Paper XIV. 



(i) Tsun Tsz ( JIe it ) Metropolitan graduate or LL.D. 
shews that the lottery is being held over the Peking or Ui Shi 
Examination. 

(2) Chim Un ( |5 7C ) chop of the Wai Seng office. 

(3) Kam ( m ) is the Chinese character serialising the 
stake book. 

(4) Un-Yiin ( 7C 'SR ) is either the name of the Printer of 
the ticket or some covert mark of the firm for keeping ac- 
count of the number of the receipts issued. 
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